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The Government of the Faroe Islands

Tinganes,

Posting Office 64,

FO-110 Torshavn

For the attention of:
Prime Minister: Beinir Johannesen -
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Fisheries Nielsen

BRUSSELS, September 3 2026

Subject: Call to end hunting of pilot whales and maintain a positive cooperation in the
field of research and trade

Honourable Prime Minister Johannesen,
Honourable Minister Nielsen,

As Members of the European Parliament, we hereby address our serious concerns over the
ongoing brutal hunting of pilot whales and white-sided dolphins carried out in the Faroe
Islands.

Thousands of citizens have been contacting to us, urging the European Parliament to take
immediate and decisive action against the Grindadrap.

Marine wildlife, including populations of pilot whales and white-sided dolphins, is
Humanity’s common treasure and should therefore be the object of international cooperation,
rather than plunder. The populations are already under tremendous stress from chemical and
plastic pollution, climate change, overfishing which modify as well foraging grounds, forcing
animals closer to the coast. The Faroe Islands are a sovereign nation responsible for their
natural resources.

You have a responsibility towards them, as do we.

Advances in science in last few years have demonstrated that these animals possess
exceptional cognitive abilities and a sensitivity that has been greatly underestimated and
should make us reflect and perhaps reconsider the practices from a time when we did not
have that knowledge.



In 2021 the European Parliament already made a formal call! on the Faroe Islands to stop its
controversial hunt on pilot whales. In 2022 a further resolution? was adopted by the European
Parliament, stressing the importance of internationally protecting whale populations.

We regret that these calls have not been answered by the Faroe Islands, despite good EU-
Faroese collaboration in other sectors.

On the opposite: we even note that the Faroese Parliament recently voted to exclude the
practice of grindadrap from the scope of the Animal Welfare Act-

As a result of this, a group of 80 Members of the European Parliament from across the
political spectrum, have tabled an amendment® to mandate country-of origin labelling for fish
products from the Faroe Islands, enabling consumers to make informed choices.

The amendment also calls on the European Commission to consider prohibitions or
restrictions on imports of fish products from the Faroe Islands on grounds of public morality
and the protection of animal life and health, in line with Article 22 of the Free Trade
Agreement between the EU and the Faroe Islands.

In the light of the upcoming renegotiation of the EU Horizon research programme, it is
important to maintain a positive cooperation in the field of research and trade. We therefor
call on you to align policies on cetacean protection and finally put an end to the hunting of
pilot whales and Atlantic white-sided dolphins.

Kind regards,
Anja Hazekamp Sebastian Everding
Member of European Parliament Member of European Parliament

The Left / Partij voor de Dieren Netherlands The Left / Tierschutzpartei Germany

Cristina Guarda Bruno Tobback
Member of European Parliament Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA/AVS Italy S&D / Vooruit Belgium

! https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0277 EN.html
2 https://www.europarl.europa.ecu/doceo/document/TA-9-2022-0356_EN.html
3 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-10-2026-0018-AM-001-005 EN.pdf



Sirpa Pietikdinen
Member of European Parliament
EPP / Kansallinen Kokoomus Finland

Elio Di Rupo
Member of European Parliament
S&D / Parti Socialiste Belgium

Vladimir Prebili¢
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Prerod Slovenia

Merja Kyllonen
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Vas Finland

Petras Austrevicius
Member of European Parliament
Renew Europe / Liberaly Sajudis Lithuania

Catarina Vieira
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Pro The Netherlands

Lynn Boylan
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Sinn Féin Ireland

Rudi Kennes

Member of European Parliament
The Left / Belgium

Manuela Ripa
Member of European Parliament
EPP / ODP Germany

Thomas Bajada
Member of European Parliament
S&D / Partit Laburista Malta

Me¢élissa Camara
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Les Ecologistes France

Saskia Bricmont
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Ecolo France

Martin Héusling
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Biindnis 90/Die Griinen

Catarina Martins
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Die Linke Germany

Krzysztof Smiszek
Member of European Parliament
S&D / Nowa Lewica Poland

Kathleen Funchion
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Ireland



Tilly Metz
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Déi Gréng Luxembourg

Isabel Serra
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Podemos Spain

Jusi Sarramo
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Vas Finland

Sara Matthieu
Member of European Parliament
The Greens/EFA / Groen Belgium

Estrella Galan
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Movimiento Sumar Spain

Damien Caréme
Member of European Parliament
The Left / La France Insoumise France

Malika Sorel
Member of European Parliament
Independent Member / France

Irene Montero
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Podemos Spain

Dario Tamburrano
Member of European Parliament
The Left / Movimento 5 Stelle Italy

Annalisa Corrado
Member of European Parliament
S&D / Partito Democratico Italy

Jessika van Leeuwen
Member of European Parliament
ECR / BBB The Netherlands

Benedetta Scuderi
Member of European Parliament
The Greens / Europa Verde Italy

Sakis Arnaoutoglou
Member of European Parliament
S&D / Pasok Greece



